World Citizenship and the Langziage Problem

Once the international auxiliary language had been chosen,
the question of how and when it should be introduced would
then arise, and also whether instruction in it should be made
compulsory. If the language were really simple, like
Esperanto, its introduction into primary and secondary
schools should not lead to further congestion of the curricula-
As a rule, the very young learn to speak a new language
very readily, especially if they live in an atmosphere of it;
but they forget it very soon and often completely if they find
they have no further use for it.

But we also have to consider the many who at present
have not learned any auxiliary language, but have spent much
time at school learning French or German with no hope
whatever of being able to speak either of them fluently or
even with the least understanding. There is much to be
said, therefore, in such cases, in favour of the proposal made
by the British Association Committee on Post-War Univer-
sity Education that the learning of an international auxiliary
language would best be undertaken during the long vacations
(and presumably, therefore, during evening classes in the
case of non-university students). But no lasting progress
or success would be attained unless adequate facilities were
provided for using the language* whether in reading, corre-
spondence or conversation, preferably with foreign people.

Esperantists are facing the world with the plain statement
tliat a solution of the language problem has already been
found in theory and in practice. In the Esperanto move-
ment, which is essentially practical, there is no attempt to
interfere with racial or national sentiment or with the private
opinions or beliefs of any person whatsoever, and no one
who desires to promote international co-operation in any
branch of human effort or to encourage friendly relations
between men of differing race or language need hesitate to
use and to learn this efficient auxiliary tongue.

Esperanto therefore merits the careful attention of rulers,
statesmen and educationists, of leaders of religion and social
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